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I talked at length vlth J.S. after lunch today re- 
garding the possibility of securing an honorable truce 
in Vietnam as soon as possible. 


These were Sainteny's comments . 

1. Cessation of bombing, with a reciprocal gesture from 
the Nprth. In other words, NOT to cease boobing before a 
gesture should emanate from the N. 
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2. Under all conditions these discussions MUST be secret. 

3. J.S. says no American personality can negotiate this with 
success. He suggests a neutral personality be selected for 
this role. And he offers his services. 

4. He insists on the strict application of the Geneva 
Conference of 1954 and stated that this would be acceptable 
to NVN. If the U.S. states this officially then there is no 
need for a new conference. 

Because of the present China crisis, the time is 
opportune now and he insisted on the urgency of a settlement 
today (now) . 

Today, the war between the U.S. and Sinos may or may 
not have begun, hence the urgency for a settlement. 

I asked J.S. whom he had seen and he mentioned three 
U.S. personalities (N.H. + Fa Sen). 

Sainteny said we should not state that we would rebuild 
NVN. He said they were not interested. This would not be 

bait. 
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bait. Ho said If U.S. destroys Hanoi, it is of no importance 
as ”we plan to build a new capital anyway”. 

As regards Ho Chi Minh, Salnteny stated that he was not 
originally a Communist. He was a Mandarin but simply used 
them as a vehicle against the French. Necessity of saving 
face essential. Therefore, bombing did not lessen determina- 
tion or encourage negotiation. 

Salnteny said Ho spoke Russian, French, English and 
Chinese. 

S. said he should not come to Washington because of 
publicity but would meet H. in Caribbean Islands. 

S. said exchange of letters between U Thant and 
Goldberg does not do any good. 
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